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Inside Report :

Will Nitze Fit?

By Rowland Evans

PRESIDENT KENNEDY
has finally decided (o take s
calculated risk and elevate
Paul Nitze, a self-assured
egghead, to the second high
est post in the Pentagon, just
below another brilliant intel-
lectual, Secretary of Defense
Robert MeNamara.

The final decision was
reached last Tuesday eve-
ning, when the President
called in Roswcll Gilpatrie,
the present Deputy Seeretary
of Deferse, for a lone heart-
to-heart chat. McoNuvoara had
already signaled his approval
of Nitze to succeed Gilpatrie
and Mr. Keancdy had made
it clear that McNamara's
choice would be his own
choice.

Nevertheless, the President
was somewhat coneerned by
the reaction of some of the
shrewdest politicians in the
Democratic Party, both in
and outside of the official
family. What worries the pol-
iticiang is that two hrilliant
intellectuals at the top of
the Department may turn out
{o he one too many for: the
thin-skinned patriarchs of
Congress,

THATS not all. The Penta-
gonos publie relalions chief,
Artiiur blyveswer, lins shown
# guenius for alienating Con-

gren: And the man in charge
m’ e m,,les zional affairs, Da-
vid E. MeGiffert, secems to
Tack  that  politieal * sixth
sen-e thal wade his prede-
cesror, Norman Paul, an ace
Pentegon trouble-shooter on
Canitol Il

When the Xennedy Admin-
istration  was  gestating 216
years ago, there was talk of
Nitze getting a very high
pst e was the State De-
partment’s  policy planning
chief in the last vears of the
Truman Administration and
advised presidential nomince
Kennedy on nntmnal security
affairs.

And so after the election,
Kennedy talent scouts eyed
the handsome, polished Nitze
as a possihle Secretary of De-
fense. But when the reaction
in Congress was less than en-

Apprdieinfior Rcléasdcﬂa%mzb&mlﬁl
stead named him ASSistant ¥ 1363, New

and Robert Novak

Secretary for lnternational
Sccurity Affairs. )

NOW, AFTER skilltully.
serving in that job for more
than two years, Nitze has
dropped  unmistakable hints
that if he does not move up
to Gilpatric’'s job he may
move out of the Government.

Well, he's going to move
up, not out. What this means
is that McNamara will be re-;
inforced at precisely those
points where he needs no re-
inforcement. Nitze is a plan-
ner who has worked cheek-’
by-jowl with McNamara on'
basie U. S. stratcgy in West-.
crn defense planning, He un-’
derstands Mr. Kennedy’s and
McNamara’s concept of con-
ventional vs. nuclear defense
planning perhaps better than .
anyone in the Pentagon.

But what McNamara des-;
perately nceds in the No. 2‘
spot, as he encounters more.
and more flak from Con-;
gress, is not a reflectlon of '
himsell but somebody with a
talent for politics. No matter
how they stretch him, the
politicians can't fit Nitze into
that mold.

PERHAPS the fears of the
politicians are unjustified.
Perhaps McNamma and
Nitze will be able to tame
Congress by sheer force of
intellectual briilianze. But
McNamara's ability to tame
is declining as his reforms
cut deeper. Ard in s harsh
tealily of congressional poli-:
tics, intellectuality :v1iels as
Gften as it attraets :

The Nitze appointment
woii't be anuounced :!9r some
time. Gilpatric hopea to re-
turn to his New eteh law
firm the end of June By has
promised (o stay i & '
if he's needed.
Kennedy men in { b
freely predict that
for-Gilpatric shlf




